ANIMISM
Besides the habitat, the civilization attained rules the cult. Sun-worship and moon-worship have flourished side by side among many races and during long periods. But there is a large body of evidence which proves the precedence of moon-worship before man had reached the agricultural stage when the more potent influences of the sun, and consequently his high place in the savage pantheon, were recognized. The explanation, as cogently given by Mr. Payne in his valuable History of the New World, is that " a connection is traced between the lunar phenomena and the food-supply in an earlier stage than that in which a connection is traced between the food-supply and the solar phenomena." . . . The approach and duration of the periods of supplies of uncultivated foods are measured by the successive reappearances and gradual changes of the moon, to which the savage attribute the supplies ; hence " he assigns a prominent place to the moon-spirit, which he considers to be in the highest degree a benevolent one." He regards her as the source of the moisture, greater at night than in the day, without which vegetation would perish ; in this, and other ways, she "becomes regarded as the efficient cause of 52